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SPEECH  OF  GENERAL  ALVARADO,  GOVERNOR  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  YUCATAN,  AT  THE  CLOSING  SESSION 
OF  THE  SECOND  PEDAGOGIC  CONGRESS,  HELD  AT 
MERIDA. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

After  ten  days  of  daily  sessions,  during  which  you  have 
listened  to  speeches  of  various  nature,  in  which  some  of  the 
congressmen  have  spoken  with  brilliancy,  it  is  difficult  to  say 
something  which  will  arrest  your  attention;  furthermore, 
my  predecessors  in  this  tribune  are  masters  of  the  oratorical 
art,  and  I  am  very  far  behind  them  in  the  field  of  rhetorics. 

Last  year,  at  a  session  similar  to  this  one,  convoked  for 
the  same  purposes,  I  read  a  long  statement  which  in  reality 
did  not  contain  my  ideas,  since  I  was  able  to  make  only  a 
rough  draft  of  them,  and  they  were  developed  on  paper  by 
some  one  else.  To-day  I  do  not  want  to  tire  you  with  a 
long  speech  full  of  quotations,  which  would  obscure  my 
meaning.  I  prefer  to  have  a  simple,  familiar  talk  with  you, 
in  order  to  express  my  ideas  on  the  themes  which  have  been 
so  much  debated  during  the  period  of  this  congress. 

The  object  of  calling  the  first  Pedagogic  Congress  in  the 
State  was  explained  in  the  respective  decree,  and  the  results 
obtained  were  satisfactory.  The  reason  for  calling  the 
second  congress,  after  the  experience  gained  during  the  first 
one,  was  not  the  expectation  of  securing  the  results  that  a 
congress  usually  should  bring  about.  The  intention  of  the 
Executive  of  the  State  was  to  get  the  teachers  together,  offer¬ 
ing  them  an  opportunity  for  an  exchange  of  views  and  ideas. 
I  believe  this  object  has  been  fully  attained.  Those  teachers 
residing  in  the  small  isolated  towns  in  the  State  have  been 
enabled  to  hear  ideas  and  opinions  expressed  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  latest  developments  and  advances  of  the  science 
of  Education.  No  doubt  these  teachers  have  profited  by  this 
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congress,  since  in  the  reduced  sphere  of  their  activities  they 
lack  sufficient  means  for  learning  further  and  for  a  further 
advance  in  the  pedagogical  field. 

Although  in  truth,  no  clear  results  are  as  yet  shown  from 
this  meeting,  we  must  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  success 
towards  which  everybody  has  contributed  and  the  enthusi¬ 
asm  with  which  discussions  have  been  carried  on  about  the 
different  subjects  offered  for  discussion.  Thus,  the  object  of 
the  meeting  has  been  fulfilled,  in  an  interchange  of  opinions 
among  the  teachers,  and  the  opportunity  for  those  who  are 
not  in  the  full  current  of  progress,  to  appreciate  what  is 
being  done  in  the  pedagogical  field. 

The  themes  submitted  for  the  study  of  the  Congress  were 
three.  I  believe  we  committed  an  error  when  we  entrusted 
the  selection  of  these  points  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Education.  Next  year,  it  would  be  well  that  neither  that  de¬ 
partment  nor  the  Executive  of  the  State  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  selection  of  the  themes.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
have  a  previous  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  the 
Congress,  that  once  the  convocatory  is  made,  all  the  teachers 
in  the  State  be  authorized  to  submit  a  certain  theme  to  be 
included  with  those  to  be  offered  for  discussion;  a  theme 
which  perhaps  will  be  inspired  by  the  experience  gained 
during  the  school  year.  Once  the  general  opinion  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  subjects  is  thus  made  known,  the  Board  could  learn 
the  interests,  the  desires  and  the  tendencies  of  the  teachers, 
and  by  means  of  these  data,  could  fix  the  themes  to  be  dis¬ 
cussed. 

Naturally,  this  is  merely  my  own  opinion,  and  I  do  not 
want  to  impose  it  on  any  one;  it  is  a  suggestion,  not  an  order. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  next  year  I  shall  not  have  the  good 
fortune  of  being  with  you. 

Allow  me  now  to  saj^  a  few  words  with  reference  to  the 
three  themes  discussed  at  the  congress. 

Tlie  first  one  is  co-edueation.  On  this  matter,  I  shall 
pass,  as  I  am  not  well  acquainted  with  the  subject.  Still,  I 
shall  refer  to  the  information  I  have  received. 

Since  this  sj^stem  was  implanted  last  year,  I  have  en¬ 
deavored  to  make  frequent  visits  to  the  schools,  and  I  have 
asked  the  teachers  the  opinions  they  had  formed  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  change.  I  asked,  because  I  wanted  to  learn  even 
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the  minutest  details.  I  do  not  know  whether  Directors  and 
teachers,  believing  that  I  was  a  partisan  to  the  system, 
wanted  to  deceive  me,  by  stating  that  all  was  well.  But 
practically  all  of  them  told  me  that  the  system  was  working 
in  perfect  order:  “Instead  of  finding  any  danger  in  co¬ 
education  we  have  found  that  it  makes  children  more 
studious  and  respectful.  We  have  observed  nothing  to 
justify  the  fears  of  the  parents,  who  are  attached  to  old 
prejudices  and  who  say ‘no’  to  any  innovation.”  Therefore,  I 
can  only  state  what  has  been  told  me.  I  cannot  as  yet  ex¬ 
press  my  own  opinion. 

Let  us  refer  to  the  second  theme. 

The  “Republica  Escolar”  was  instituted  by  Executive 
Decree,  because  it  was  believed  to  be  a  magnificent  means  to 
impart  civic  education  to  the  child.  Reading  the  press,  I  find 
this  opinion  expressed:  “We  cannot  adopt,  we  should  not 
adopt  the  “Republica  Escolar”  because  the  Constitution  of 
the  Republic  is  not  in  force  at  present.”  That  is  to  repeal 
what  the  reactionaries  have  always  claimed.  We,  the  Revo¬ 
lutionists,  are  not  learned;  we  are  people  of  good  will, 
seeking  the  best  means  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
Mexican  people.  Unhappily,  the  masses  have  a  tremendous 
inertia  force,  evidenced  on  every  occasion.  Sometime  in 
1908  or  1909,  I  had  a  friendly  discussion  with  a  small  public 
employee.  I  said:  “The  situation  looks  bad;  how  is  it  possi¬ 
ble  that  the  country  should  be  in  the  hands  of  a  score  of 
capitalists,  and  that  half  a  dozen  “cientificos”  around  Mr, 
Limantour  can  master  the  destinies  of  the  Republic?  And 
the  poor  man  answered :  “It  is  because  you  are  a  bunch  of 
ignoramuses.  Those  men  know  all,  therefore,  they  can  do 
all.” 

The  poor  man  was  right,  in  fact;  we  are  not  learned 
men,  but  still  we  have  been  able  to  say:  “This  is  the  route 
the  Counti'y  should  follow,  and,  getting  a  Mauser,  y^e  have 
chased  those  bandits  who  have  preyed  on  the  nation.” 

The  statement  that  the  “Republica  Escolar”  should  not 
be  instituted  because  there  may  be  a  change  in  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  country  is  puerile;  he  who  made  it — he  was  a 
teacher — should  know  that  the  Constitutionalist  Revolution 
will  not  modify  the  Code  which  rules  us  fundamentally 
since  it  is  not  trying  to  change  the  form  of  government.  This 


will  continue,  as  prescribed  by  the  law.  The  three  Powers 
will  subsist;  no  revolutionai’y  has  ever  had  the  idea  of  de¬ 
manding  the  monarchial  form  of  government  for  Mexico. 

Professor  Torres  Quintero  has  furnished  me  with  some 
material  to  speak  about  the  third  theme : 

Mr.  Torres  Quintero,  in  his  well-prepared  speech,  states 
that  the  Rationalist  School  is  not  a  body  of  doctrine,  and  he 
almost  saj^s  that  it  is  impossible  to  advance.  The  Revolution 
has  called  Mr.  Torres  Quintero  to  this  State,  precisely  be¬ 
cause  we  wanted  the  help  of  his  knowledge,  because  we  feel 
that  the  education  imparted  to  the  children  at  the  present 
time  is  not  the  most  helpful  for  them  in  their  future  struggle 
for  a  living.  I  can  affirm  this,  since  I  have  attended  school 
and  when  I  left  it  I  did  not  know  how  to  do  anything  and  I 
could  not  have  earned  even  a  quarter. 

All  those  present,  will  say  what  they  please,  when  they 
form  part  of  a  multitude;  but  when  they  are  in  the  sanctuary 
of  their  homes,  alone  with  their  consciences,  they  will  agree 
that  it  is  an  irrefutable  fact  that  schools  as  organized  at  the 
present  time  are  not  exactly  what  progressive  men  would 
desire,  as  these  schools  do  not  fulfill  the  needs  of  mankind. 

We,  who  alwavs  look  forward  and  consider  it  a  crime 
to  look  backwards,  feel  the  pitiful  emptiness  in  the  matter 
of  education,  and  give  all  of  our  efforts  to  fill  it.  What  I 
say  is  not  merely  an  abstract  opinion,  it  is  a  painful  truth, 
which  we  must  recognize  if  we  want  to  correct  the  evil. 

I  will  specify.  How  useful  does  a  boy  become  after  four 
or  five  years  of  studies  in  schools  as  they  exist  at  present? 
R  is  still  a  responsibility  upon  me  as  Governor  of  this  State, 
since  the  Revolution  has  not  accomplished  anything  with 
reference  to  schools.  Everything  in  them  is  as  it  was  before; 
they  only  produce  unpractical  erudites  who,  after  several 
years  spent  within  the  walls  of  the  school,  leave  it  with  the 
brain  overflowing  with  learning,  but  learning  which  has  not 
prepared  them  for  the  struggle  to  follow.  They  are  learned, 
but  if  you  put  them  to  work,  in  the  daily  struggle  for  life, 
they  will  he  wrecked. 

In  a  memorandum  on  my  desk,  among  other  important 
matters,  may  be  read  the  following;  Commerce  School, 
School  of  Reaux  Arts,  School  of  Agriculture,  Railroads, 
Docks,  etc.,  those  are  the  principal  points  of  the  program 
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which  I  am  endeavoring  to  cany  out.  And  after  the  words 
“Esenia  de  Coinercio”,  I  have  added :  “A  complete  Failure !” 
This  is  a  fact. 

I  have  travelled  through  the  United  States  and  as  I  am 
very  curious,  I  have  observed  what  the  merchants  are  there. 
I  have  also  worked  as  one  of  them  for  several  months,  and 
am  acquainted  with  the  most  modern  methods  of  commerce. 
Then,  on  different  occasions,  I  have  read  the  correspondence 
instructions  of  a  certain  commercial  school  of  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania.  Well,  the  reading  of  these  instructions,  which 
are  the  product  of  experience  and  daily  investigation,  make 
one  understand,  and  bring  to  one’s  mind  the  conviction  that 
in  our  country  there  are  really  no  merchants,  in  the  real 
meaning  of  the  word;  that  those  who  have  entered  this  kind 
of  work  are  not  accfuainted  with  it.  Because  the  merchant, 
if  he  truly  be  one,  is  an  able  psychologist  who  studies  and 
learns  the  needs  of  the  medium  in  which  he  works.  I  wish 
I  could  take  any  one  of  the  boys  who  have  studied  in  our 
Commerce  School,  and  tell  him :  “Here  are  ten  thousand 
dollars;  I  am  rich,  I  am  your  father,  go  to  work.”  I  am 
positive  that  within  six  months  no  one  would  know  where 
the  ten  thousand  dollars  had  gone  to. 

Mr.  Torres  Quintero  has  stated,  or  implied,  that  it  is 
very  diflicult  to  reform  an  educational  system.  I  agree  with 
him,  in  that,  but  this  does  not  mean  that  we  should  remain 
where  we  are,  complaining  only  of  our  routine  and  back¬ 
wardness,  without  trying  to  go  forward  and  remedy  the  evil. 
I  cannot  agree,  and  1  believe  no  man  who  wishes  to  progress, 
can  agree  to  continue  feeding  on  illusions,  as  we  have  been 
doing  with  reference  to  the  effectiveness  of  our  educational 
institutions.  We  have  a  School  of  Commerce,  but  it  does  not 
give  us  merchants,  nor  can  it  give  us  any  satisfactory  re¬ 
sults  as  long  as  the  body  of  professors  in  charge  are  igno¬ 
rant  of  trade  methods.  It  is  impossible  that  the  “Instituto 
Literario”  (Literary  Institute),  which  is  in  reality  a  prepara¬ 
tory  school,  should  give  us  youths  prepared  for  something. 
1  know  that  my  words  will  displease  all  the  teachers,  and 
also  the  students,  but  1  am  telling  the  truth,  and  I  mast  state 
facts. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  rationalist  schpol  understand  fully 
that  things  are  going  on  badly,  and  they  say  that  it  should 


not  be  so.  They  are  answered:  “Tell  us  the  way.”  Then 
they  plead:  “We  do  not  know  what  the  way  is.  You  know, 
advise  us.”  And  they  get  this  answer:  “It  is  impossible  to 
advance,  there  is  no  other  way.” 

These  objections-  have  been  the  same,  throughout  the 
centuries;  the  same  that  were  opposed  to  the  Galilean;  the 
same  that  were  presented  to  Columbus;  the  same  that  are 
raised  against  any  one  who  tries  to  find  a  new  way,  a  new 
path;  and  to  all  those  who  are  not  in  conformity  with  the 
moral  and  intellectual  mediocrity  of  the  medium  where  they 
live. 

Therefore,  so  that  there  be  not  only  a  record  of  the  dis¬ 
cussions  that  have  taken  place  in  this  Congress  but  in  order 
to  make  a  practical  experiment,  I  propose  to  give  those  who 
defend  the  rationalist  school,  the  means  (a  building  and  the 
necessary  elements),  to  prove  their  contention  and  to  try 
their  method.  Thus,  next  year,  when  you  gather  again  in 
this  place — because  if  at  that  time  the  Revolutionary  party 
is  not  in  power,  there  will  be  some  other  party  which  in  or¬ 
der  to  rule  shall  have  to  disguise  itself  with  the  mantle  of 
the  revolutionary  party,  and  it  will  be  unable  to  refuse, 
when  you  demand  it,  and  you  must  demand  it,  to  give  the 
call  for  a  new  meeting  of  the  Congress — when  next  year  you 
are  all  here,  and  the  rationalists  come  and  say:  “This  is 
the  result  of  our  observations  of  our  studies  and  of  our 
practice,”  then,  I  am  sure  that  Mr.  Torres  Quintero,  whom  I 
do  not  consider  as  a  reactionary,  but  only  as  a  man  with  a 
small  prejudice,  who  is  an  advocate  of  progress,  enthusiastic 
for  education,  will  undoubtedly  help  the  new  schools  with 
all  his  science,  and  if  the  professorate  of  these  schools  is  con¬ 
fronted  by  some  difficulties,  Mr.  Torres  Quintero,  instead  of 
refusing  to  help,  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  conquer  them. 
I  believe  that  hy  one  means  or  by  another,  in  the  end  we 
will  secure  success,  and  that  the  form  which  I  suggest  is  the 
best  adapted  to  obtain  some  fruits  of  what  has  been  dis¬ 
cussed  here,  but  we  must  try  that,  wdien  developing  the  idea; 
there  he  no  prejudice  in  the  one  group  against  the  other,  for 
such  things  are  the  cause — as  has  happened  in  this  Assembly 
— for  no  conclusions  being  reached.  The  only  thing  done 
here  has  been  the  discussion  of  a  report  which,  to  tell  the 
truth,  was  very  poorly  made  and  even  worse  presented. 
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It  seems  that  I  should  now  end  my  speech,  since  I  have 
already  dealt  with  the  pedagogical  points  which  the  Con¬ 
gress  has  studied;  hut  I  shall  take  advantage  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  here  a  great  number  of  the  mentors  of  youth, 
and  explain  to  them,  in  a  few,  plain  words,  the  reason  for 
some  acts  of  the  Government  of  the  State  which  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Yucatan  cannot  explain  to  themselves.  Some  one 
will  say:  “And  what  has  this  to  do  with  the  Pedagogical 
congress?”  and  I  will  answer:  “When  any  of  you  go  to  a 
town,  you  have  a  certain  opinion,  certain  ideas  about  things. 
If  the  opinion  of  that  people  agrees  with  yours,  you  support 
it,  but  if  it  disagrees,  you  oppose  it.  Let  us  see  who  is  right.” 

Let  me  explain: 

On  a  certain  occasion.  Miss  Consuelo  Zavala,  a  teacher 
whom  you  all  know,  told  me :  “General,  why  is  it  that  when¬ 
ever  there  is  any  school  festival  you  always  attack  the 
clergj'^?  Can’t  you  get  along  without  doing  this?”  Then  I 
explained  the  reason  to  her,  in  the  same  terms  in  which  I 
am  going  to  explain  it  to  you.  And  she  answered:  “No;  I 
believe  this  is  an  erroneous  system ;  the  time  will  come  when 
nobody  will  want  to  attend  the  official  schools,  unless  under 
compulsion.  You  see,  everybody  sends  his  children  to  my 
school;  I  do  not  have  enough  space  to  receive  more 
children.” 

What  she  stated  is  perfectly  understandable.  Miss 
Consuelo  Zavala  was  a  liberal  and  when  the  liberals  had  not 
yet  arrived  in  the  State,  she  had  certain  tendencies,  very 
commendable,  in  fact.  She  is  not  “mocha”  (clerical),  she  is 
not  a  fanatic,  and  therefore  her  school  is  in  some  senses  a 
a  laic  one,  since  no  religion  is  taught  there.  It  was,  there¬ 
fore,  natural  that  she  should  be  called  “liberal”,  since  her 
school  was  one  of  the  laic  ones,  maybe  the  only  one,  for 
even  the  official  schools  were  very  far  from  that  ideal.  Then 
we  arrived,  with  our  radicalism,  with  our  vigorous  aims, 
with  our  resolution  to  implant  schools  where  methods  and 
tendencies  were  absolutely  different  from  those  predomi¬ 
nating  in  the  State  and  to  which  society  was  accustomed; 
and  it  is  only  natural  that  all  the  families  who  were  fright¬ 
ened  by  our  tendencies,  which  they  considered  audacious  and 
dangerous,  took  their  children  to  Miss  Zavala’s  school.  The 
expected  happened.  In  the  middle  of  the  white  conservatism 
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dominating  in  the  Yiicateca  people,  the  tone  of  the  liberalism 
of  the  intelligent  teacher  showed  pink.  When  we  arrived, 
with  our  red  banner,  her  liberalism  appeared  white.  Thus 
children  flocked  to  her  school. 

It  is  my  duty  to  explain  to  you,  who  are  the  educators 
of  the  men  of  to-morrow,  who  will  finish  the  task  of  recon¬ 
structing  the  nation  which  the  Revolutionary  Party  has 
scarcely  begun,  it  is  my  duty  to  convince  you  of  the  absolute 
justice  and  necessity  of  attacking  the  clergy  of  our  country. 
You  maj"  re-echo  my  words  or  not.  That  does  not  matter; 
it  does  not  affect  me.  But  what  I  want  vou  to  bear  in  mind 
is  that  you  should  judge,  from  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you, 
whether  or  not  we  have  the  right  on  our  side  to  proceed  in 
the  manner  we  are  proceeding,  because  acts  which  are  sup¬ 
ported  by  force  only  and  not  by  justice  and  reason  are  not 
perdurable,  and  bring  on  themselves  the  curses  of  all;  they 
last  for  a  certain  period,  but  in  the  end,  protest  raises  itself 
and  overthrows  them. 

We  are  justified  in  attacking  the  clergy  in  our  country, 
on  account  of  the  infamous  conduct  which  it  has  always 
observed  in  regard  to  our  families,  society  and  the  country. 
Each  one  of  you,  in  your  own  home,  when  at  rest  among 
your  own,  should  meditate,  study,  compare,  and  then  judge. 
I  do  not  want  to  know  your  individual  opinions,  because 
whatever  they  are,  I  know  thej'^  are  the  opinions  of  honest 
men;  but  I  hope  that  truth  will  assert  itself  some  day,  with 
mid-day  clearness,  and  it  will  then  be  seen  that  we  did  well, 
that  we  acted  as  real  patriots,  as  just  men,  and  as  civilized 
men. 

Nobody  is  ignorant,  and  you,  teachers,  and  therefore 
cultured,  less  than  anybody  else;  nobody  i«  ignorant,  I  re¬ 
peat,  that  in  Mexico  and  even  abroad,  the  clergy  has  had  a 
strong  influence  in  the  politics  of  our  country.  When  we  be¬ 
came  independent,  Mexico  had  a  population  of  about  8  mil¬ 
lion,  which  made  us  appear,  erroneoush%  as  a  bigger  nation 
than  the  United  States  of  the  North,  which,  when  emanci¬ 
pated  from  England,  in  1776,  did  not  reach  that  number.  The 
error  consisted  in  believing  that  numbers  constituted  great¬ 
ness.  It  is  not  so;  the  greatness  of  a  country  is  not  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  inhabitants,  but  in  the  character  of  them.  There  is 
where  the  greatness  of  the  collectivity  resides.  We  had  eight 
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million  inhabitants,  but  the  clergy,  exerting  a  cursed  influ¬ 
ence,  prevented  our  progress.  Our  backwardness  which  sets 
us  fifty  years  behind,  in  comparison  to  other  countries,  which 
younger  and  with  less  resources  are  far  ahead  of  us,  is  due 
to  that  caste  which,  instead  of  limiting  itself  to  exercise  its 
spiritual  mission  wherein  nobody  would  have  molested  it, 
has  always  been  struggling,  always  working  to  succeed  in 
its  purpose  of  controlling,  of  securing  for  itself  the  temporal 
power  in  our  own  country. 

The  clergj^  has  possessed  three-fourths  of  the  riches  of 
our  country;  it  has  dominated  even  the  army,  an  army  of 
assassins  which  committed  all  kinds  of  atrocities  and  obeyed 
the  most  infamous  orders.  The  clergy"  had  a  powerful  ally 
in  the  upper  classes,  as  I  have  stated  at  other  times,  and 
those  classes,  by  a  colossal  error,  a  frightful  mistake,  never 
tried  to  enlighten  the  masses,  never  helped  them  to  become 
an  element  of  strength,  of  vitality,  of  defense  in  a  struggle 
which  inevitably  had  to  come.  The  upper  classes,  fortified 
in  their  criminal  egotism,  full  of  prejudice  and  false  ideas 
about  honor,  life,  rights,  and  liberty,  became  the  slaves  of 
the  clergy,  at  the  same  time  that  they  used  it  to  forward  their 
own  ends,  the  attainment  of  their  ambition,  the  continuation 
of  their  mediaeval  stupid  system.  Clergy  and  upper  classes 
have  been  allies,  have  been  accomplices  in  crime,  in  igno¬ 
miny,  in  lies.  *  *  *  They  have  both  answered,  through 

the  pulpit  and  the  confessional,  “NO”  to  all  that  which 
signified  an  initiative,  an  attempt  at  reformation,  an  aspira¬ 
tion  to  improvement. 

When  the  Priest  of  Dolores  ceased  to  he  such  and  be¬ 
came  a  man  to  defend  the  liberty  of  his  people,  the  clergy 
excommunicated  him,  and  when  it  finally  had  him  in  its 
hands,  reddened  with  the  blood  of  other  martyrs  for  liberty 
which  it  had  sacrificed  in  other  places  and  at  other  epochs, 
its  animosity  did  not  cease  when  it  had  murdered  Hidalgo; 
the  head  of  the  sublime  apostle  of  liberty  was  put  on  a 
spear  at  Guanajuato,  the  scene  of  the  greatest  triumphs  of 
the  liberator,  where  it  was  hung  as  a  shield  of  infamy.  *  *  * 

When  Morelos,  another  priest  became  a  man,  who 
abandoned  the  soutane,  fell,  what  did  the  clergy  do?  *  *  * 

Nineteen  hundred  and  sixteen  years  of  history,  nineteen 
hundred  and  sixteen  years  of  political  life  in  that  caste  or 
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social  element,  have  taught  us  that  these  men  are  and  have 
always  heen  shams,  who  have  at  all  times,  in  order  to  secure 
their  ends,  feigned  and  deceived,  and  taught  the  world  any¬ 
thing,  except  the  truth. 

The  priest  who,  in  our  history,  has  ever  heen  a  lihera- 
tor  and  a  revolutionist,  has  become  so  hy  fighting  against 
the  ideals  of  the  class  to  which  he  belonged.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  he  has  heen  a  traitor,  hut  that  in  reality,  he 
deserted  the  ranks  of  oscurantism  and  wickedness,  to  pro¬ 
test  against  the  outraged  rights  of  his  brethren. 

If  we  analyze,  step  by  step,  what  this  class  has  done, 
their  role  in  the  national  life,  we  see  that  the  efforts  of  all 
those  patriots  who  have  attempted  to  redeem  us  from  the 
moral  surfdom  in  which  the  clergy  held  us,  to  fortify  our 
spirit,  opening  the  door  to  the  winds  of  progress  and  science, 
have  failed  on  account  of  the  conspiracy  of  all  elements,  all 
resources  of  the  influence  which  the  clergy  has  put  into 
action.  Strong  by  custom  and  tradition,  relentless  enemies 
of  all  light,  they  have  gone  from  city  to  city,  from  town  to 
town,  declaring,  when  refering  to  those  well-meaning  indi¬ 
viduals  of  whom  I  speak:  “They  are  against  you;  we  must 
make  an  end  of  this  man;  he  is  a  mad  dog.” 

I  wish  to  carry  your  thought  to  the  time  when  Juarez 
was  struggling  against  reaction.  I  wish  you  could  learn  all 
that  the  clergy  did  in  order  to  prevent  the  triumph  of  the 
national  cause;  from  the  bribing  over  of  the  French  army  to 
implant  in  Mexico  a  system  which  the  clericals  believe  fa¬ 
vorable  to  their  reactionary  work,  to  the  acts  by  which  they 
placed  a  benediction  and  celebrated  with  Tedeums  the  out¬ 
rages,  the  crimes  which  those  foreigners  perpetrated  against 
our  brethren.  I  wish  you  were  acquainted,  as  I  am,  as  all  the 
North  and  the  Center  of  the  Republic  are  acquainted,  with 
the  repugnant  crimes  that  took  place  then.  I  shall  cite  the 
name  of  only  one  of  these  bandits.  Colonel  Dupin,  who  com¬ 
mitted  innumerable  murders,  who  used  to  seize  groups  of 
thirty  or  forty  men,  and  forced  them,  tied  and  immobilized, 
to  witness  the  outraging  of  their  wives  and  daughters.  And 
those  miserables,  decorated  with  insignias  and  medals,  then 
attended  the  Tedeums  which  the  clergy  attended  in  full  re¬ 
galia  to  commemorate  the  triumph  of  ignorance.  They  did 
not  care  that  thousands  of  Mexicans  were  being  sacrificed; 
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anyway,  the  latter  were  no  good,  they  could  scarcely  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  men.  But  they,  thej’^  were  winning.  That  is  the 
clergy. 

Its  members  occupy  themselves  only  with  the  study  of 
their  parishioners.  They  know  that  woman,  especially  Latin 
American  woman  is  sensitive,  meek,  passionate  and  charita¬ 
ble.  They  take  advantage  of  these  beautiful  qualities  to 
hold  in  submission  her  conscience,  to  lead  her  to  the  path 
most  favorable  to  the  furtherance  of  their  ends,  to  the  iron 
control  of  the  world. 

The  Mexican  woman  has  an  innate  tendency  towards 
the  church.  This  feeling,  a  product,  on  the  one  hand  of 
atavism  and  on  the  other  of  education,  is  so  strong  that  at 
times  it  is  invincible.  All  of  you  no  doubt  agree  with  me  in 
this.  And  if  it  is  difficult  that  man,  less  impressionable,  with 
better  experience  of  the  world,  modify  his  customs,  and  rule 
tradition,  how  much  more  difficult  is  this  with  reference  to 
woman,  and  how  easy  is  it  to  exploit  her  sentiments,  especi¬ 
ally  that  of  charitableness,  all  that  is  noblest  and  purest 
in  the  feminine  soul? 

When  considering  the  means  which  the  clergy  employ 
in  order  to  impress  and  take  hold  of  the  masses,  one  obtains 
an  idea  of  the  tenacity  and  intelligence  required  to  conquer 
in  the  struggle  against  it,  in  order  to  deprive  it  of  a  power 
which  it  should  not  have,  because  it  is  against  all  humanity, 
against  all  right,  against  all  justice.  One  day  I  entered  the 
Cathedral  in  Mexico  City,  and  I  was  astounded  at  the  aspect 
it  presented.  I  understood  then  how  suggestive,  how  beauti¬ 
ful  is  a  mass,  and  the  impression  it  necessarily  produces  in 
any  one  who  witnesses  the  wonderful  pageant.  And  I  asked 
myself :  How  is  it  possible  to  fight  on  this  plane,  how  can 
one  deliver  the  people,  when  the  enemy  surrounds  it  with 
enchanting  music,  penetrates  it  with  incense,  impresses  it 
with  all  this  marvellous  scenery  which  at  the  same  time 
charms  and  oppresses?  And  I  have  understood  that  the  en¬ 
emy  we  have  to  combat  is  terrible,  its  theatre  is  magniticient, 
it  knows  how  to  exploit  human  sentimentality,  especially 
that  of  woman. 

In  my  tasks  as  a  ruler,  I  have  had  occasion  to  receive 
many  confidences,  many  complaints,  the  confession  of  the 
tribulation,  the  unhappiness  of  many  women;  and  I  have 
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observed  the  comforting  effects  of  a  word  of  consolation, 
a  promise  to  help.  And  then  I  have  thought  with  fright  of 
all  that  a  priest  can  obtain  from  an  anguished  woman,  the 
prey  of  a  great  suffering.  That  is  the  path  they  take,  those 
are  the  means  they  employ  to  insure  their  dominion,  to 
sway  women,  and  become  more  than  a  husband;  for  a  man, 
if  his  wife  is  a  fanatic,  has  no  control  over  her;  she  will  not 
take  a  step  without  consulting  her  confessor. 

During  my  term  as  a  ruler,  I  have  reached  an  under¬ 
standing  of  the  great  power  wielded  by  such  men,  and  I 
have  trembled  for  the  future  of  my  country  and  my  race. 
Of  the  truth  of  what  I  say,  all  women  here,  who  have  con¬ 
fessed,  are  witnesses.  They  know  how  cleverly  the  priest 
takes  possession  of  the  spirit  and  the  will  of  a  woman. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  this  evil,  in  order 
to  free  the  Mexican  woman  from  this  powerful  enemy,  it  is 
urgent  to  modify  the  education  which  up  to  this  date  has 
been  given  her,  an  education  which  has  chained  her  will  and 
nulified  her  personality.  The  Mexican  woman  has  no  will 
of  her  own.  She  does  the  bidding  of  her  father,  her  love,  her 
husband,  her  confessor.  She  does  not  know  how  to  oppose 
anything  which  may  be  exacted  from  her.  This  is  the  danger 
which  we,  the  Revolutionists  are  anxious  to  avert,  because 
we  consider  that  while  the  priest  continues  to  be  the  pro¬ 
tector,  the  counselor,  the  one  to  guide  the  decision  of  woman, 
the  country  will  be  in  danger  and  nothing  can  be  done  to¬ 
wards  civilization,  towards  culture,  towards  its  definite 
liberation. 

This  is  the  reason  why  my  convictions  are  anti-clerical. 
We,  the  Revolutionaries,  who  love  the  people  intensely  be¬ 
cause  we  come  from  it  and  to  it  we  belong,  for  the  fact  of 
accidentally  occupying  a  place  in  the  Government  does  not 
divorce  us  from  the  the  people;  we,  the  Revolutionaries  who 
dream  of  Mexico,  strong  and  happy,  know  well  the  great 
influence  which  traditions  and  prejudice  exert  over  the 
people,  and  understand  that  the  clergy  has  taken  advantage 
of  this  and  of  the  wealth  it  has  accumulated  and  the 
dominion  it  has  exerted  over  the  people,  to  exploit  it  for 
their  own  benefit,  and  that  when  the  clergy  has  felt  weak, 
it  has  allied  itself  with  the  powerful,  to  whatever  class  they 
may  have  belonged. 
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I  do  not  want  to  know  whether  or  not  there  are 
Felixistas  or  Hiiertistas  here.  Whatever  their  political  affili¬ 
ation.  is  there  any  one  of  those  who  hear  me  who  can 
sanction  as  good,  legitimate  or  nohle,  the  assassination  of 
the  constitutional  mandatories  of  the  Repuhlic?  That  crime 
is  a  stigma  which  we  shall  never  he  ahle  to  blot  from  our  his¬ 
tory;  it  is  a  crime  which  could  have  been  perpetrated  by  a 
janizary  of  Turkey  or  by  a  pretoriano  of  ancient  Rome.  The 
clerg>%  however,  gentlemen,  throughout  the  republic,  ap¬ 
proved  the  infamous  act,  judged  it  to  be  good,  certified  it  as 
necessary. 

You  no  doubt  know  what  name  should  be  applied  to  a 
special  group  which  has  sanctified  one  of  the  most  out¬ 
rageous  crimes  on  earth;  I  have  done  so  a  long  time  ago. 

I  seem  to  hear  evei'y where;  “What  is  your  opinion?” 
I  repeat:  “My  opinion  is  nobody’s  business.  You  are  free, 
absolutely  free,  to  elect  whom  you  think  fit.” 
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